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 HOLYOKE “  Tonight, the Massachusetts Coalition of Nurse                Practitioners will present Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District)                its 1999 Nurse Practitioner Advocate Award. The coalition is recognizing                Rep. Olver for his numerous efforts to aid nurse practitioners,                and for his diligent attempts to extend health care access. 
                 
               Congressman Olver said, œIt is truly an honor to receive this award.                Nurse practitioners are a vital part of quality health care in America.                They frequently accept patients whom others will not treat, and                they serve in areas where others refuse to work.”              

Olver continued, œNurse practitioners benefit the lives of the                millions of Americans who are poor and who live in underserved areas                across the country.  I, and many residents in Massachusetts,                are grateful for their altruistic efforts.”              

In Congress, Rep. Olver is a sponsor of H.R. 1514, the œMedicaid                Nursing Incentive Act,” which would require traditional medicaid                plans to provide direct reimbursement to nurse practitioners and                clinical nurse specialists.  The bipartisan bill currently                has thirty cosponsors, and the list is growing.              

In addition, Olver is also a strong supporter of the bipartisan                Managed Care Improvement Act, H.R. 2723, which would allow Americans                to access an independent external appeals process when they know                they need more care than what an HMO is willing to provide. The                bill would also allow consumers who suffer injury as the result                of a plan°s denial of care to hold the plan accountable for that                harm in court.  In addition to these safeguards, the Managed                Care Improvement Act expands the ability of consumers to choose                their own health professionals and  access specialty care and                emergency room services without fear of penalty.              

The Massachusetts Coalition of Nurse Practitioners held their state-wide                meeting in May where they identified Congressman Olver as the recipient                of the award.  Judy Shea Ballincourt, regional representative                to the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners, will be the presenter                of the award this evening.             
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